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by instinct, and for himself: * I want a strong unhampered
England. It is eminently necessary for the Peace of
Europe. . . . With superhuman efforts Biilow and I
slowly got the better of the German Press, swamped as
it was with articles, news, canards and, last but not least,
roubles and francs from both sides with a view to creating
a so-called anti-English feeling/ Here surely is a
resumption of what we may call the oblique approach,
namely, the warning of hostile machinations by Russia
and France, brought to the notice of England by her only
true friend.

A few days afterwards the Emperor wrote again. His
instinct that sundry peoples were intriguing had justified
itself, for he reported that Count Muravieff had invited
him to join with Russia and France to force England to
make peace with the Boers, a course which he himself
had recommended in the second set of Aphorisms, in
case she could not find a friend in Europe. But here
was the friend, pen in hand, and he had declined to have
anything to do with the scheme. The Tsar, who had
organised the European Peace Conference at The Hague,
had better find out whether England felt disposed to
accept his arbitration, but Germany would have nothing
to do with it.1

This was an interesting letter. Only a few months ago
the Emperor had proposed a combination of Germany,
France and Russia ostensibly to embarrass England, and
on that occasion he was to be the chairman of this hostile
committee. That scheme had failed because Russia had
repudiated it and Delcasse had seen that it only masked
a design to entice England into the Triple Alliance. This
was a variant of the same design but with the difference

1 Lee, King Edward VII, i. pp. 768, 769.